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YOUNG GAMECHANGE

uild dream villages

Children Participate In Gram Panchayat
Sabhas In Kundapur And Find Solutions.
Will Meet Bangalore Kids Tomorrow

Aparajita Ray | TnN

hey helped build bridges and roads,
and get streetlights in their villages;
on Thursday, they will share their
ideas of change with their Banga-
lore counterparts. Children, who are mem-
bers of Gram Panchayat Sabhas in Kundapur,
Udupi, have changed perceptions and solved
issues pertaining to their villages. They are
decision-makers, and quite brilliant at it. A
few of them will be here to share what school
children, marginalized communities and mi-

grant sections can do to be part of the devel-
opment process of their city.
A Children Ward Committee will be formed
for the first time in Bangalore in Vijnana Na-
gar ward (Ward number 81) to learn how they
can become key players in changing the way
things are. Piloted by the Concerned for Work-
ing Children (CWC), an NGO _
coordinating the Makkala
Panchayats in Udupi, Thurs- TOP
day’s event will aim to bring
together children from the CO PY
city’s schools and those from
marginalized groups. They will look at Ban-
galore’s woes with fresh little eyes, and give
solutions.

Ganapathi M M, assistant director of CWC,
Karnataka, told TOIL, “The first step is to cre-
ate awareness about this platform, where they
canbe part of the development of their wards
or neighbourhoods. If they know the burning
issues in their ward, good, otherwise, we will
help them understand how these issues need
to be solved. We are coordinating with area
corporator Geetha Vivekananda,” he said.

The Children Ward Committee will be the
first stage where children who are deprived
of a better living will be part of the city-build-
ing process. BBMP’s ward committees (for
adults), though, is yet to take off! 3

The children’s village committees are

i stre ing children’s role in par-
democracy, by using their rights.

From civic issues to education to aleohol, chil-

P

dren in gram panchayats are known to resolve
their area problems. “Their biggest achieve-
ment is resolving the alcohol abuse issue which
affects them and their families. The deputy
commissioner of Udupi and heads of all 56
panchayats have begun to look at solutions
now. The children gave presentations before
the gram panchayat and suggestions on
how to resolve it” said Ganapathi.

He narrated how the children
knots a red ribbon around a
tree where the committee
meets -- one knot for
every problem - and (%
unknot it
and tie a

settled.
“The kids
have even
moni-
tored lo-
cal government
bodies on how they
attend to problems,
which raises the account-
ability bar,” he added.,

NO GIVING UP ON DREAM VILLAGE

When children of the village gram sabha insisted on-
a bridge between Ajri and Ballala villages in
Kundapura taluk, the adult panchayat thought it
impossible. But they pursued, and a bridge was
raised worth Rs 4 crore, They may have faced scorn,
but the children are highly motivated to see their
dream village. It keeps them going, said Ganapathi.

BBMP WILL HEAR THEM T00

The event is being hosted in Vibhuthipura
Veerasimhasana Samastahana Mattha School in
Vijnana Nagar on Thursday, where the mayor, 1
deputy mayor, standing committing chairman of i
BBMP, local MLA and MP will hear them and 2
welcome them to participatory democracy.
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Press clipping - BBMP ward meeting - Prajavani -akada Daily 22-2-2012
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No kidding: they mean

Little Ones From
Vijnana Nagar Grill
Those In Power

TIMES WEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: Our leaders may b seasomed
tor hard- hirting guestions from opposition
parties and the media, but facing a volley

of gueries from 10 and 12-year-olds was

no chidd's play finr thomy, The first-ever

Childrens Ward Sahha organized to make
kids part of governance saw yournguns
grilling alectsd repeesentatives and seek

ing answers for their non-performance.

The Vikhuthipura Vesrasimbasans
Samsthana Matta School In Viinana Na-
gar came alive on Thursday marning when
a group of schoolchildren representing the
ward bembarded duiy-bearers with grave
issies plagulng the area and soaght action

Unavailability of drinking waler dam-
ped garbage, lack ol electricity and toilets
and the reed for 2 berter healtheare system
— b issues were all BNCOMpESSEINg.

1t was not 1iks they merely blurted out
rhe problems, Children also camo up with
feasible sofutions.

For 1-year-old Site of Hasirosangha,
unattended open drains is a nightmara.
“Phse drains aresn open invitation todan
mar, especially while we are playing. An-
other isaue 18 dirty roads,” said Sita, She
was one of the 12 young hnovative minds
who spenl weeks in identifving issues in
thelr area and pricritizing them for action,

K Znnl Framar!

[ :

11-year-oid Venkatesh
husl & polite messige o b
passed on o elders of
peighhouring areas. "We
have too mmach of parbage
seastered bnoour ward.
Tho only way this prob
lem can e solved is UL
peaple from oiler Areas
stop dumping their waste
hers," 2aid Venkatesh
The little vne el such
childrer sabhas should be
oreanizod in every ward
The kids also brought
the deplorable condltion
of Vibhutipura Laks to
the notice of decision-
makers, “The lake hos
solved drinking water
problem Lo a large extent
But the water body is in
had shape, thanks to the
muck,” said Vonkaresh,
In one veice, kids de-

" them, thanks to thair
unhygienic condition. Teachers

f

toilets, we canmot use

are feft with no other option
but to ctean the area. The
razult; they have litte ime to
teach us

Haadhia | sTUCENT OF TERT
SEHOTR (N RAUMASHAMY BALR

business

A5 rany as 476 famifies of the
wartd do not have proper
toilets and another 350 do not
have drinking water facility.
We are unable to study due o
fraqueént power cuts

Surssh ft | vinans nazaz -

DEVERMMENT SCHODL T
Neeltipuram Givernment Schaol
has 100 children, but na
plavprounds. Where do we play?
Vidya itaani | GTLPS scroce

Argund 1,000 families in the
area are facing a drinking
water problem. We end up
getting late to school because
we have b walk some distance
to get water every day.
Viniramath P | osassperarai

manded that the water
Trody he revived.

PLIGHT IN SCHOOLS

Nextan the st was prob-
lems faced by them Lo
srhomds, From lack of clean
loilets and playgrownds, oo

. shartasze of ail toharass-

et of school wivis, kKida
Lrougle it up att

“We hae no tollets L
mur sehonl. BEven if other
sehools have the Tacilitg
cleanline=s % the major con-
corn,” said Radhika of Ha-
maswanmypalya

Childret spokes shout
lack of foodpaths inthe aren
and eve-teasmg. The sabha
wag conslucied by Con-
corned for Working Chil-
dpaeay (OWIEY, In asa Lnglon
with Vijmath MNagar corpo-
rator Geetha Wivekanand

Press clipping - Chidren's Ward Sabha Vijnana reagdimes Of India — 2%Feb,2012
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Students lnteracting with the corporators duriag the

Ward Sabha on Thursday | Magarajs Gadelal

Students Turn Members
of Ward Sabha in City

Express News Service

Bangalore: 5ix children
from Vignan Nagar Ward
under K R Puram constitu-
ency participated in a Ward
Sabha or a ward meeting
along with representatives
from the BEMP, corporators,
MLAs and 500 students,

In a first-of-its-kind initia-
tive, an urban body listened
to the grievances of school
students.

The children grabbed the
attention of the representa-
tives and even convinced
MLA Nandish Reddy to com-
mit tora campaigen to save the
Vibhutipura Lake, which was
facing ot threat,

Eadhika, a student of Ra-
maswamipalva Tent School
ratsed concerns over the lack
of toilets in her school,

“We have 130 students in
our school but have no place
to build toilets. The Anna-
sandrapalva school does not
hiRewater facility for toilets.,
This needs action from au-

thorities concerned,” she
said, to which Mahdevapura
Zone Joint Commissioner
Devaraj assured action.
“Soon, Cauvery water will be
available in this area. Drain-
age pipes too will be laid in
the next couple of months,”
Devaraj assured.

Other izsues raised were
poor condition of roads ad-
joining schools, open drains
and the need for more an-
ganawadi's and tent schools
in the area.

The children’s Ward Sabha
was organised by the Con-
cerned for Working Children
{CWC), a child rights organ-
isation, along with the Bru-
hat Bangalore Mahanagara
Palike (BEMP).

Stressing the need to treat
the city as their own, S Har-
ish, Deputy Mayor said,
*Things will not change until
the citizens take ownership.
We need to manage our re-
sources effectively to be able
tomeet the needs of all peo-
ple in the city.”

Press clipping - Children's ward Sabha Vijnana Magandian Express 34Feb, 2012
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Kids take the lead, tell
Palikeit'stimetoact

‘Water crisis and eve teasing menace top list of woes at children’s ward sabha

BANCALDRE “Everycay.
residents of lamaswamy-
palya walk one kilametre to
Teich drinking waker, We
childresyarn woloon up earty
In the morning to bring wa-
ter. Hence, most of us are
unabde to reach schoal an
‘Thme." rued Vishwanath, &
fifth standard student.

Vishwanarh was o of thia
participants b the -
children’s sabhn erganjsed a)
Yijnamnogor{Ward Wo 81} on
Thursdax,

He demanded. thar the
BEMP wificials proseot st the
b israll a gubilictap st thie
rarlipa.

Representatives: from chil
drEn’s OrFanisATIons, migram
communities and stdents
from 12 movernment and gni-
vtz schosts in the ward vericed
their grievances and saught
immédiale dction.

The child participants, wha
Tt Inboured fiar several wisks
to identify jssues plaguing
thieen, heged out thnr woes be
{rsre the Palik=officinle

Lackiof milets, ayahs inimos)
Palikiz-nan- schools; shrinking
pahiic playErmanids, bad pogd,
apen drming, heaps of garhage
adnd abwemes o Fdrimking water
facilities were some of the i
sues highlighied by the ¢hil
drem at thie ward sybha,

In addition v reading om
thilr oomplames from 3 pee-
e fist, the porticipants alsy

entesd solutions o the |

problems.,

i Vishwnnnoch highligheed
one of the pressing civic prob-
bems, Sangeetha, an sighth
st Stuchendt, spoke aboig
eve-ledsing on her way back
Fnme from schanl

Thrawing light on the crip-
pling effoct of eve-reasn. she
said remurning home after

schond howrs- hod becoms n

teirturaus affair ad soagl po
lice protection.

Vinurha from Hasiru Sang-
ha stressed the iImgortanes of
bringing the children of mi-
grant workers 1o achool osa
large=errion af these children
hil been deprived of educa-

e

Higlitighting the depletion
al wnter tahle in the ward, the
children demamlesd that the
Vibhmhipniea Lake e renre
nated

Replymg 1o their guery,
MLA Nondish Beddy peom-
bed ehat o deive woidd be
lnasched 0 sve the lake il
Eheas pepeveristion would follew
thee g

Depury Mayor 5 Harlsh,
whi partscipated in the wared
s, sand e wonld releass
momey from: the Depaty May
or's furd towards-the comstrac
tian of ollcts In scheals:

o fhe maintenance
cast will lave o be Bame by
the schon) aushorites; he
el
DH Mews Service

5 MLA Handish Red
i of the Children

Press clipping - Children’s ward Sabha Vijnana Nagdeccan Herald — 9&Feb, 2012
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Children speak,
officials listen

DNA Correspondent

Elected representatives lis-
tened to children's woes
with rapt attention on
Thursday as children spoke
about civic problems they
were facing,

More than 500 children
took part in the ‘ward sab-
ha' conducted by Vij-
nananagar corporator
Geetha Vivekanand at Vib-
huthipura Veerasimhasana
Samsthana Mutt school.

Child labourers, children
of migrants and students of
12 schools took part in the
sabha. Local MLA Nandish
Reddy, chairpersons of the
BBMP's standing commit-
tees and Mahadevapura
zone joint commissioner
Devaraj attended the pro-
gramme.

The children raised is-
sues related to cleanliness
in the ward, lack of foot-
paths, electricity and
drinking water. They de-

manded that Vibhuthipu-
ra Lake be revived. Also,
some children pointed out
that their school do not
have proper toilets and/or
playgrounds.

They said more angan-
wadis must be employed
to serve the area.

The office-bearers as-
sured the children that an-
ganwadi buildings would
be constructed and schools
would get toilets. They said
funds would be released to
complete these projects.
Also, the officials said Vij-
nananagar would start get-
ting Cauvery water within
10 months.

The BBMP official said all
the roads that have been
dug to lay pipes would be
asphalted as soon as the
work was over.

BBMP deputy mayor S
Harish said ward sabhas
should be held in all wards
and government officials
should attend to the griev-
ances of children.

Press clipping - Children’s ward Sabha Vijnana NadgaNA — 24" Feb, 2012
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It was the day for minors

o take on major issues

Children’s Ward Sabha gets cracking on problems plaguing wards

Stail Heporter

BANGALORE: In =n unfumilisr
contest berween ndull ndmin-
igtrators and minor subjects,
the children had the. lusl
word. The event was the
‘Children's Ward Sabha’
whore young citizens Tegis
tered  their observabons,
problents  and Csuggestions
with élan. Sharing the stage
with elected representatives
and varfous stekeholders, the
spirited children even gl
ther 1o muke 2 few commit-
miits to act on issues plagu-
ing (he wards

The Children's Ward Sablia
was organised by the Cen-
cerned for Working Children
(WY, o child rights onga-
nigation, wlong with the Bru-
hat Bangalore Mohanagars
Polike (BBMEF) ot Vigvun Na-
gar ward here on Thursdiy

Issuies raised

The lsswes thl were ridzed
ranged from lack of Furmiture
and toilets in their schools to
targer issues such as lack of
anganwadis In-#0me  resag
Seethn, astudent of APSA Ka-
nasina Shale single-handedly
managed 10 awakin the oor-
paration sbout the depleting
Vibhutipura lake.

Muhash from Bhimm Sang
ha fan |rrﬁdn'!.lﬁ:.lril‘-l1 of work-
ing children}, who along with
hig peers had done a detailed
mupping of isenes in Vigeon
Nugar ward, said safoty Wi
an lzsue for women balonging
tir families of migrant labour-
er=. He also spnke akboul the
lock of purpose in admitbing
children to bifa mandiras «s
their families” financisl status
reimding the same,

Suresh from ShastTy Nagar
Tent School pointed out that
in the Mahadevpura . area

g AV WO R 1 ol S,
) asu-@ hor en sooe.

6, e, ool Ses ged. SR
g, Suafr AL

B

—paana o
il L

o s i

TAKING CENTRE STAGE: Children from different schools-in Vigyan Nagar wird
teking part it the 'Children’s Ward Sabha' in Bangalore on Thursday,
- PHOTO: SAMPATH KUMAR G.F.

there wers no anganwadis or
schools, He alse complained
that those who join tenl
sehonly Buve W start from the
first standard irrespective of
their age, “In shums around
Abhaya Reddy  Palya, Shiv
asandra  and - Basovahogar

where hundreds of families
redide, there is no electricity
or drinking water, We have to
walk two miles to collect wa-
tier From the public taps as our
parents leave for work early
in the morning and we end up
getting fate for scheol,” he

‘Save Vibhutipura lake’

Stall Heporler

BAMGALORE: Children
residing in nnd nroand
Vibdhutipurs sotnded the
warning bell ahout the
depleting Vibhutipuma fnke;
and evien got KR, Puram
MLA N.S. Nandish Beddy
to promse [ostart a

: campaign to save it

Responding to the
children's concern, he said
that & “revolution” can be
started by the children
However, he threw s
gnogly saying the children
wonld also have b help
remove eneroachments on
the lake

acldier). Radhika from Brinda-
van Tent Sebool spoke on
how there are no helpers In
her school and teachers were
cleaning toilets,

SOme answers

[iring the answer sesson,
Devraj, Joint Commissioner
of the Mahadevapura zone,
said that the waber scarcily
would be selved when Cailyv-
ery water supply arrives in
the newly udided aress within
ayear. As for drainage, he suid
75 per cent of the work was
complets, “We can construct
toilets for schools, hut mein
tenance 15 the ‘school's fe-
sponsibility.” Deputy Mayor
%, [arish sald construction of
temporary tollels could be
done, hut people must treat
BEMY property is their own.

-

Press clipping - Children’s ward Sabha Vijnana NagdiINDU — 28 Feb, 2012
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