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High Court Stays Government’s Circular that violates the
rights of Gram Sabhas

The Housing Department of Karnataka had issuectalar that usurped the
constitutional power of the Gram Sabhas to selenthciaries for the
housing scheme by handing over that power to davige Committee
composed of legislators. Challenging this movénmiligh Court, Smt.
Nandana Reddy and Sri. Damodar Acharya filed apetition (WP
6015/2017) on behalf of the Grama Panchayath HékkatAndolana. The
plaintiff for the petitioners, Sri Ravi Verma Kumiarade the submission
today. Following the hearing, the High Court hi@ged the circular number
VE 67 HAH 2015, dated 26-11-2015, thereby upholdiregconstitutional
rights of Gram Sabhas.

According to the Constitution of India and the Gr&maraj Act the right and
the responsibility of identifying beneficiariesvarious schemes clearly rests
with the Gram Sabhas. However certain circulacs@uder issued by the
Government contain elements which either violateutail these rights. Of
them the circular issued by the Housing Departriseatprominent one. The
writ filed in the High Court was to challenge tliscular which violated the

Gram Swaraj Act.

It may be recalled that in 2007 both houses ofdgeslature had passed an
amendment to the Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act wectsferred the power
of identifying the beneficiaries to housing andestechemes to committees
headed by MLAs. Grama Panchayat Hakkottaya Addtagamobilized state
wide protest against this unconstitutional moves. aXesult the Honorable

Governor had withheld his acceptance to the amentiamal returned it to the

Website: www.gpha.weebly.com



house for review and reconsideration. The powetseoGram Sabha are often violated by

the pressures imposed by MLAs in order to proteeirtvested interests.

Gram Panchayat Hakkottaya Andolana strongly oppasgsuch moves which undermine
the vision of Gram Swaraj or oppose the objectofedbe Gram Swaraj Act. It is also
deeply committed for the meaningful and holistiplementation of the newly amended
Karnataka Gram Swaraj and Panchayat Raj Act — $888h has been built of the

foundation of Gandhiji’'s Gram Swara,j.

We hope that the stay issued by the High Couliédbusing department’s circular is the

first step towards the cancellation of this circul&ay it be a strong precedent to ensure
that in the future similar circulars which counpalitical decentralization and constitutional
principles are not issued and the rights and respiities of the local self governments are

always upheld.

With best regards,

\5\_}\)\)\_})

N -

Damodar Acharya
On behalf Secretariat of Grama Panchayat Hakkatadolana




