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‘Shivajinagar street vendors "
cry foul over forced eviction

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Jan. 24; Street vendors and
activists ~ on  Monday

protested near the Shivaji-

nagar bus station against
forced . eviction of street
vendors in the area. Hun-
dreds of street vendors, with
the support of activists, set
up shops on the footpaths of
Shivajinagar, minutes after
the police vacated them.
However, the footpaths
were cleared by police
again after taking a few pro-
testers into preventive cus-
tody. They were released

The street vendors and
their supporters, under the
banner of Beedi Vyapari-
gala Hakkottaya Andolana,

-met Mayor SK Nataraj later

in the day. "The Mayor
assured us that BBMP had
no problem with street ven-
dors operating on footpaths
in Shivajinagar.

He also said that the
BBMP had nothing to do
with our eviction and arrest
by the police. He however,

'refused to give any written

assurance or order in this
regard. ;

The pohce, however, said
that the eviction was carried

were just providing them a
safety cover. The  police
could not produce any writ-
ten request from the BBMP
in this regard and said they
had received a verbal
request from BBMP," said
Syed Zameer, a street ven-
dor.

"The Mayor has been
postponing scheduled meet-
ings with the vendors. We
were supposed to meet him
on January 20, but he post-

poned the meeting to Febru-

ary 8. However, the Com-
mercial  Street.  Police
forcibly evicted us”, anoth-

later.

out by the BBMP and they
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Evicted street
vendors
stage protest

BANGALORE: The street
| vendors evicted from their
‘business locations’ staged a
dharna at Central Street in
Shivajinagar on Monday..

Over 600 hawkers were
evicted from their locations in
July 2010 leaving them in lurch.
They complained that a meet-
ing scheduled with the BBMP
commissioner had not materi-
alised yet.

“The Mayor promised us a
meeting with the commission-
er by October 28 last year. But
there has been no development
*| till this date,” said Vinay Sreeni-
vas of Beedi Vyaaparigala
Hakkottaya Andolana.

The evicted hawkers had
staged a dharna in front of the
Palike office on Oct 21

The Commercial Street po-
lice took over 100 protesters into
custody andreleased them later.

Commissioner Siddaiah said
that footpaths were meant for

! pedestrians and not for hawk-

ers.

“We need to arrive atan am-
icable solution,” he added.

Meanwhile, the Beedi Vyapari-
gala Hakkottaya Andolana has
urged the Palike to follow legal
process before evicting
vendors from their areas of oper-
ation.

The Association, in a press
release has said that an area of
1m x 1 m should be allotted to
each pavement vendor by en-
suring adequate space for
pedestrians also.

Italso wants the Palike to re-
frame itsrehabilitation scheme
in accordance with the Consti-
tution of India, Supreme Court
judgments, the National Policy
onUrban Street Vendors 2009
and the Model Street Vendors
(Protection of Livelihood and |
Regulation of Street Vending)
Bill, 2009.

News Service
DH News i

er vendor, Mukhtar Ahmed,
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Driven away, these hawkers
want thelr pavements back =

Shllpa CB

About 200 street hawkers,
who were evicted from the
pavements of Meenakshi
Koil Street six months ago, re-
turned to occupy the space as
amark of protest, on Monday.
They were taken into custody
by the Commercial Street po-
lice and later released.

“Rarlier last week, the
mayor had told us thathe had
no problem with hawkers oc-
cupying that space. Today, the
police too said they had no ob-
jection, but wanted BBMP to
give a written permission for
vending. However, the palike
has certain reservations,”
said Vinay Srinivasa, amem-
ber of the Beedi Vyaparigala
Hakkottaya Andolana.

Syed Zameer, who has
been selling plasticware for
15 years in Shivajinagar,
said, “Inspector S Badrinath
of Commercial Street police
station had told us that the
police wanted the BBMP to
give a written permission.
So, we went to the mayor to
request for the same. He did
not oblige. We requested him
to at least give oral instruc-
tions to the inspector. He de-
clined that too.”

The police, however, did
not have any written in-
structions for the eviction
from the BBMP and were act-
ing based on oral directions
from the palike, members of
the Andolana said. ¢

“The mayor said he would
schedule a meeting for Feb-

e

Street vendors in and around Shivajinagar area, who were forcibly removed from the
pavements by BBMP authorities a few months ago, were arrested when they sought

to reclaim the space

ruary 8. But that would be
too late. We are starving.
Moreover, he would not com-
mit in writing. We have been
knocking at the doors of the
police and BBMP, in vain,”
the vendors complained.:
Ever since they were
evicted, the vendors have
been deprived of their only
source of income. “We are
desperate to start earning
again. Our families are suf-
fering,” they said.
The Protest
The vendors of Meenakshi
Koil Street, Central Street

and Ulsoor plan to stage a
protest near Someshwara

Temple, Ulsoor on Tuesday.
On November 22, Beedi
Vyaparigala Hakkottaya An-
dolana, who describe them-
selves as ‘a city-level cam-
paign of street hawkers, dal-
its, human rights activists,
social and progressive or-
ganisations’, had staged.a
protest at the BBMP office
demanding that the hawkers
should be allowed to return
immediately. However, they
were forced to leave after a
promise of an appointment
with the mayor on December
15. The mayor called off the
meeting at the last minute
and rescheduled it for Janu-
ary 20. This time also, the

—Anantha Subramanyam K

meeting did not happen.
Meenakshi Koil Street is
an authorised hawking zone,
as declared by the civic au-
thority in 1999. About 55
roads had been listed in ano-
tification published by the
palike then, vendors said. Af-
ter that most of them ob-

“tained licences and paid rent

for occupying the pavement.
“We are registered hawlkers
and have been paying

‘Rs1,800 every year, for the

last 10 years, for the space we
use. We have receipts to
prove the same,” said Jameel
Ahmed who has been selling
footwear there for 35 years.
b_shilpa@dnaindia.net
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Police foil vendors’
bid to reclaim space

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: A large number of
street vendors were taken in-
to preventive detention by
the police when they tried to
reclaim their vending spaces
in  Shivajinagar - here on
Monday.

Nearly 100 vendors turned
up at their vending spots on
the 'pavements of Central
Street and Meenakshi Koil
Street and began selling their
wares only to be evicted by
the police within minutes and
taken into preventive
custody.

After heated discussions
with the police, who refused
to allow any vending on the
pavement as it would incon-
venience pedestrians, the
vendors, who have come to-
gether under the aegis of
Beedhi Vyaparigala Hakko-
taya Andolana, marched to
the Bruhat Bangalore Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) offices
for a meeting with the Mayor.

They said that they had
been deprived of their live-
lihood ever since they were
evicted from Shivajinagar, Ul-
soor, Jayanagar and Gandhi-
nagar.

“Our families have been in-
creasingly impoverished and
we're struggling to survive.
Our children have been
forced out of school and fam-

ilies have become shelterless
because we cannot afford to
pay the fees and house rents
any more,” said Kavita Ratna
of the Andolana.

Court order

Meanwhile, BBMP Com-
missioner Siddaiah said that
in the wake of the Supreme
Court, order on vendors’
rights, the issue needed to be
discussed in the BBMP Coun-
cil so that a policy decision
may be arrived at.

Streetvendingis a perpetu-
al problem between the
hawkers and civil society
groups on the one side and
the Bruhat Bangalore Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) and
police on the other. He said
freedom fighter H.S. Dores-
wamy had once suggested
that one street in a locality
may be converted to a hawk-
ing zone once aweek. Mr. Sid-
daiah said that the suggestion
would be discussed in the
council.

“Footpaths are meant for
pedestrians. When the ques-
tion of priority between pe-
destrians and hawkers arises,
obviously the pedestrians
have an upper hand. We need
to arrive at suitable solutions
to maintain the balance be-
tween interests of both pe-
destrians and hawkers,” he
added.
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Shivajinagar street vend

Express News Service
Bangalore, January 24

STREET vendors in Shivajinagar held
another protest on Monday after none
of the assurances to rehabilitate them
came true. The-vendors who were'e

ed from the’ faotpaths“carrled o
business as usual until they were svict:
ed again from the spot.

Beedi Vyapaarigala Hakkootaya An-
dolana said the Mayor and others who
had assured them that they would be al-
lowed to conduct business there, had not
kept their word. “We were told that there
would be a meeting when our shops were
demolished in October last year,” said a
vendor.

He added that they had no place to go
and demanded that they be given a place
to earn their livelihood.

“The Mayor has continued to give us
verbal assurances but was unwilling to
give us a written letter,” said Mukthi-
ar.

The protestors were first arrested by
the Shivajinagar police and later let
off.

They then submitted a Memorandum
to the Joint Commissioner (East) in the
same regard.

“We have worked here for more than
20 years,” said Saimullah when the
BBMP demolished their shops last
year.

He said they had receipts of their rent-
als to the Palike, which has been collect-
ing the same for many years.

Members of many street vendors as-
sociations also staged a protest in the
Palike head office.

They had demanded that they be given

The New Indian Express

ors

asledi

hold protest

assurances | KPN

back the place they were evicted from
and allotment of 1 m X 1 m space for each
vendor and act in accordance with the
Constitution, the Supreme Court judg-
ments and the national policy.

They also said no further eviction pro-
grammes should be undertaken.

BBMP Commissioner said the prob-
lem had to be discussed in the BBMP
council to-ensure that there was a prop-
er policy on the lines of the Supreme
court order.

He said that this was a problem with

Footpath vendors stage a protest at Shivajinagar on Monday after BBMP failed to keep its

¢
civic agencies, hawkers public and the
police. “Footpaths are meant for pedes-
trians. When the question of priority
between pedestrians and hawkers arises,
obviously the pedestrians have an upper
hand”, Siddiah said and added that they
would have to devise a way to maintain
the balance between interests of hawk-
ers and pedestrians.

Meanwhile the hawkers have convened
a meeting with vendors from other lo-
calities near Someshwara Temple on
Tuesday. i
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